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TO THE MEERE |} 


COVnRTIER S. 


v- 1 doe know your mindes, you looke for fees, 
For more refpe& then needes, for caps and knees: 


But be content, 1 hane uot for younow, 

Nor will I haue at all to doe with yor. * 

For thoagh I ſeeme oppreſt, and you ſuppoſe 
1 muſt be faine to crouch to Vertues foes z 
Yet kyow, your fanonrs 1 doe now ſlight more 


In this diftreſſe, then er'e I did before. 
| e 1 4 Here 


Here tomy Liege a meſſage 1 muſ} tell, 
theo will let me paſſe, you ſhall doe well; 

If your devie admittance, why then know, 

1 meane to hauc it where you will or no, 

Your formal! wiſedomes which bath neues beene 
In ought yet (ſane in venting faſhions ) ſeenc, 
eud deemes that man wag borne to nointent 
But to be train d in Apiſh complement,  . 
Doth now (perhaps )(up poſe me ondiſcreet, 
eAvdſuch un-uſed meſſages mmeet. 

But what of that ? Shall I goe [ute my matter 


Vito 0 your wits, that hawe but wit to flatter ? 


Shall 
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Shall I, of your opinions ſo much prize 

To looſe my will, to haue you thmke me wiſe, 

Woo Mi 72t to any liking had, 

F'uleſſe he were a Knaue, a Foole, or mad? 

Neu Muſhromes 4xow, /o much ] weigh your powers 


1 neither value you, nor what is yours. 


Nay, though my croſſes had nee quite out-worne, 


$ pirit enough Id'e finde your ſpight to ſcorne ; 
Of which reſolad, to further my aduenter, 


Vnto my K. 1 N Gy witoont your leaues 1 enter. 


COVRTIERS. 


Vt You, whoſe onely worth doth colour gine 
Tothem, that they doe worthy ſeeme to line, 
Kinde Gentlemen ; your ayde ]craue, tobring 
ef SATYRE fo thepreſence of hs King : 
ef ſhow of rudeneſſe dnth my forehead Arme, 
Yet you may truſt me, ] will doe m1 barme : 
He that hath ſent me, ts a ſubie(l true, 
e And exe whoſe loue (1 know ) is much to you: 


But now he lies bound to anarrow (cope, 


eAlmeſt beyond the Cape of all good hope, 


TO THE HONEST 


Long 


| Long hath he ſought to free hin{elfe, but failes : 
| hs herefore ſeery [4 nothing elſe prenazles, 


Me, to acquaint my Soucraigne, here he (ends, 
| eArone deſpayring of all other friends, 
I doe preſume that you will fanour ſhew me, 


| Now that a Meſſenger from him you know me : 
| For many thouſands that his face nere knew 


\ Blamehys Accuſers, and his Fortune rue - 
| eAndbythe helpewhich your good word may dee, - 
| He hopes for patty from his Soucraigne to. 


| Thenin his preſence with your fanoxrs grace me, 


end there's no Vice ſo oreat, ſpall dere out-face me. 
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TO THE KINGS 
: LENT MAIESTY. 
| A Satyre_e | 
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k Qujzd tu, fipereo ? | [1 


; V THatoncethePo = (aid, 1 may avow, | 1 
, | Tuahardthing not to write Satyres now, 1 
© Since what wel peake, abuſe raignesſoinall, | < 
* Spightof our hearts will be Satrical. | ; 


Let 
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Let it not therefore now be deetned ſtrange, 


My vnſwooth'd lines their rudeneſſe do not change, 
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Nor be diſtaſtfull to my gracious K:ng, 

| Thoughin the Cage, my olde harſhnotes | ſing, | 
And rudely makea Satyre here vnfold 
What others would in neater tearmes hauc told.” 
And why ? my friends and meanes in {wt are ſcant, 
Knowledgeof curious Phrafe, and forme, want, 

| I cannot bear't torunhe my ſeltein debr, 

| To hirethe Greome, to bid the Page intreat 
Somefavour d follower; to vouchſafe his word, 

To get mea colde comfort from his Lord: 
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I cannot ſooth, though it my life might laue, 


Each fauoxrie, nor crouch to query Knaxe : 

T cannot brooke dclayes as lome men do, 

With ſcoffes, and {cornes, and tak't in kindneſleto, 
Forcr'e I'de binde my ſelfe for ſome ſlight grace 
To one that hath ne more worth then his p/ace; 
Or>” #baſemeare free my elfe fromerouble, 


' Trather would cnglure my penance double : 
Cauſc to be forc'd to what my minde diſdaines 


Is worle to me then torteres, rackes, andchatner : 


And therefore vntotheeI onely flye, 
To whem there necdes no meane but Hore#ty : 4 
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Tothee that lou lt not Parafrtenor Amin 


Should crc 1 ſpeake, poſleſſe thee with opinion, 
To thee that do'({t what thou wilt vndertake, 


Forlouc of /uitice, not the perſons lake. 


| To zheethat kno'wit how vaine all faire ſhewes bez 


That flow not from the hcarts lincerity. 

And canft, though ſhadowed in the ſimpleſt vaile; B! 
Diſcerne both Zoxe and Trath, and where they faile 3 | | ; 
To thee doe I appeale, in whom heau'n knowes, | Il 
I nextto God my confidence repoſe. 

For can it be, thy grace ſhould ever ſhine, 


And not cnlighten ſuch a cauſe as mine? 
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Can my hopes (hxtin thee great K1 NG) bedead ? 
Or thou thoſe Satyrec hate thy Forrefts bred? 
Where ſhall my fecond hopes be founded then, 


If ever 1 haue heart ro hope:agen ? | 
Can I ſuppolc a fauour may be got | | 
Inany place when thy Court yecldsit not ? F 
Or that I may obtaineit inthe land, F 
When I ſtall be deni'd it at thy hand 2 Lars | : 
Aodif 1 might, hould 1.ſofond on'tbe, - '\ * | x 
To tak t of others when milFe of thee 2 E 
Or if I did, can have comfort by it, ' f 
| When I ſhall think<-my Soxer arone did denieit? i, 


No | 
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No, were (ure,I to thy hate were borne, 
| Theloue of halfe the world beſide I'de [corne, 


| 
| Butwhy ſhould 1 thy fauour here diſtrult, 
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T hat Haue a caſe lo knowne, and knowne (o iult ? 
Which not alone my inward comfort doubles, 


But all ſuppos'd me wrong'd that heare my troubles- 


| Nay, though my fault were Rea! [. I >clecue, 
| Thou art lo Royall thatthou wouldſi forgiue. 


| For well I know thy lacred 2:eftie, 


Bath ever beene admir'd for Clemencie, 


For making Sunſhine,where thou mighe(t hauc thun- 
B Ta 


And atthy genelencs chew orld hath wondred, ” 
(dred. 
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Yea,thou in mercy life to them did(t giue 


That could not be content to ſee 3heeliue. 

And can I thinke that thox wile make me, then, 

The molt vnhappy of all other men ? 
Or let thy loyall ſubicR; againſt reaſon, | 
Be puniſht more for Zexe, then ſome for Treaſon ? | 
No, thou did{t neueryet thy glory Raine, 

With an iniuſtice to the meaneſt Swamce. 

'T is not thy will I'me wrong'd, nor doſt thou know 

If I hauc {ufired iniuriesor no. 

For if I hauc not heard falſe Ramonrs flye, * 
Thraft grac'd me with the ſtile of HoneFty. | 
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| Into the hearts of all, towhom'tis deare : 
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eA Satyre_, 


And if it were ſo (as the world thinkes'twas) 

I cannot [ce how it ſhuuld come to palle 

That thou,from whoſe free rowgye proceedeth nought 
Which is not correſpondent with thy thoughe, 


Thoſe thoughts to, being fram'd in Reaſons mould, 
Should ſpcakethat once,which ſhould notcuer holds Bl! 
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| Bur palling it as an vacertaintie, 
I humbly begge thee, by that AſavefZie, 
Whoſe facred Glory ſtrikes a louing-feare 


Todeigne me fo much fauour, without merit, 


As readethis Plaine, of a diltempred fpiric: 
Z And 
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And ike, vnlelle I ſaw ſome hideous [kortne 

Toogt cat to beindui%d by fuch a worme, 

1 had not thus prefurm'd Vnto a Kimg, 

With e«£/ops Fye.to [cexe an Eagles wing, 
/ But know T'me he that entred oncethe lift, 
Gainf all the world to play the Satyri: 
T was], that made my meafures rough, and rude; 
Daunce arm'd with whips, amidſt the multitude, 
And vnappalled with my charmed S$crowles, 
Tezz'. angry IonFeriintheir lurking holes: 
] ue pisid with Fas. and Hornets without feares, 


# 


| they grew mad, and ſwarm d about my cares. 
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Iuv'e done it, and me thinkes'tis ſuch brane ſport, 
[ may be ſtung, but nere be ſorry for't. 


For all my gricfec is, that I was [o (paring, 


' And had no more in't worth the name of daring. 


| Hethatwill taxe theſe Times, mult bemore bitter, 


| Tart lines of Umezar, and Gal are fitter. 


My fingers, and my ſpirits are benum'd, 


My Inke runs forth tuo ſmooth, ris too much gum'd 


| Ide haue my Per (o paint ic, where it traces, 


| Each accent ſhould draw bloud into their faces. 


! Andmakethem, when their 2u/ames are blazed, 


| Shnadaer, and fart/c, as men halfe amazed, 
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For feare my ver/e ſhould make ſo loud a din, 


Heauen heating, might raine vengeance on thcir (in. 
Oh now for {och a iraine! would Arreouldteach it 
Thovgh life my fpirits I conſum'd to reach it. 
Id'e lcarne my 21»/c ſo braue a courle to ye, 
Men ſhould admire the power of Poeſe. 
And thoſe that dar'd her greatncile to refft 
Quake, cucnat naming of a Satyriff, | 
But when his {comrging numbers flow'd with wonder, 
Should cry God Bleſſe vs, asthey did at thunder. 


Alas ! my lines came from me too too dully, 


They did not fill Satyres mouth vp fully, 


Hot 


Hot bloud, and MER? enrag d with ith paſ 10N8 RE | 
Taught meto reacha ſtraine nere touch'd before, 
But it was coldly done, I throughly chidnot: 

And ſomewhat there is yet to doe; I did not. 

More ſoundly could my ſcourge haue yerked many 
Which I emit not, cauſe] feared any. 


For want of attion 5 diſcontertments rage, 

Baſe 4iſ-reſþet? of Vertxe (in this age) 

with other things, vntomy ſelfe a wrong, 

';] Made meſo fearelcile, in my careleile ong : 

| Thathadnotrcaſonwithin compalfe wonne me, 


EFhad told Tr»th enough to have vndone me: | ot 
B 4 (Nay, 


eA Satyre_. 
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(Nay, haue already, if that ker Divine 

And vnfeerie power,can doe no morethen mine.) 
For though fore-ſeeing warineſle was good, 
Ifram'd my ſtile, vnto a milder mood, 

And clogging her thigh-towring wings with mire, 
Made her halfe carth, that was before all fire, 
Then being (as you ſaw) diſguis'd in fhew, 

Clad like a Satyre, brought her forth to view ! 
Hoping, (her out-{ide being mil-eſteem'd) 

She migitt haue patled, bur for what ſheſcem'd: 
Yet /ome,whoſe Comments iumpe not with my minde 


Inthat low phraſe, a higher reach would finde. 


And 


_ eA Satrew. 


b _—_ 
YE ——— 


And out of their deepe iudgement ſeeme to know, 
What'tis vncertaineif meantorno : 

Ayming thereby, out of ſome private hate, 

Toe worke my ſhame, or overthrow my ſtate. 
For amongſt many wrongs my foe doth doe me, 
And diuers imputations, [aid vnto me, 

Deceiued in his ayme, he doth miſ-conſter 

T hat which I haue enſtiI'd a Man-lhe Honey, 


Tomeane ſome priuate perſon in the ſtate, 


Whole worth, I thinke co wrong out of my hate; 
Vpbraiding »zeI from my word doe (tart, 


Either for want of a good Ground, or Heart, 


Cauſe 
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Cauſe from his expeation I doe vary 

In the denying of his (ommentary, 

Whereas tis knowne.I meant Ab»/ethe while, 

Notthinking any 9. could be loviley 

To merit all thofe Epithites of (ſhame, 

How eucr many doe delerue much blame. 
But ſay I grant that I had an intent 

To have itlo (as he interprets) meant, 


And let my gracious Liege, ſuppoſe there were 
One whom the State may haue ſome caulcto feare, 


Orthinke there were a man(and great in Comr? ) 
That had more faults then could well report, 
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Suppoſe 
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Suppoſe I knew him, and had gone about 

By lome particular markes to paint him our, 
Thathe beſt knowing his owne faults might ſee, 
He was the 2/1 would ſhould noted be : 
Imaginenow ſuch doings in this Age, 

And that this mas (o Pointed at ſhould rage, 
Call mein queſtion, and by his much threatning, 
By long impriſonment, and ill intreating, 
Vrgea Confeſſion : wer't not a mad part 

For me to tell hi»; shatlay in my heart? 

Doc not I know a great mans Power and fight, 


Ii ſpight of Innocence, can {mother Right, Gif 
Colour! 


Colour his U«laxies, to get eſteeme, 
And makethe Heneflmwan the Vilaiye ſeeme ? 
And thatthe ruth I cold ſhould in concluſion, 
For want of Power, and Friends, be my confulion * 
I know it, and the world doth know 'tis true 3 
Yet proteſt, if ſuch aman I knew, 
That might my Countrey preiudice, or Thee, | 
- Were he the greateſt, or the proudeſt Hoe 
That breathes this day : if ſo it might be found, 
T hat any good to either might redound, 
Sofarre I'le be (though Fate againſt me run) | 


From ſtarting off, from that I haue begun, 
I vn- # 
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[ vn-appalled darc in ſuch a caſe 
' Rip vp his fouleſt {Times before his face, 
Though for my Labour I ere ure to drop 
 Intothe mouth of R#me without hope. cual 
| Butſuch ſtrange farrc-fetcht meanings they haue 
. As was neuer priuytoin thought : 
| Andthat vnto particulars would rye 
' Which I intended vniverſally. 
Whercat/ome, with diſplealureouer-gone, 
Thoſel ſcarce dream'd of, ſaw, or thought vpen, 


| Maugre tholecaucats, @n my Satyres brow, 


| Their honeſt, and iuſt paſſage diſallow. 
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And on their heads ſo many cenſures rake, - 
That ſpight of me, themfeclucs they'le guilty make. 
Nor is'r enough to ſwage their diſcontent, 

Tolay [am (ortobe) Innocent. 

For as, when once the Lyon made decree, 

No horned bealt ſhould nigh his preſence be, 

Th at, on whoſe fore-head onely did appcare, 

A bwuzch of fl:f, or but ſome tuft of haire, 

Was cuen asfarre in danger asthe ret, 


If he but (aid, it was a horned beaſt: 


So, there be now, whothinke in that their power, 


Is of much force,or greater farre then our | 
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| And this I know, though prick't, they ſtorme ages 


| It is enough to proue a guiltin me, 


| Becauſe (miſtaking) they ſothink'tto be. 


Yet'tis my comfort, they arcnot (@ high, 


| Butthey muſt ſtoopeto thee and equity. 


' The world doth decme them nee the better men, 
To flirrein filth, makes not the ftench the leſſe, 


Nor deth T ruth feare the frowne of Mightinelle. 
Becauſe thoſe numbers ſhe doth deigne to grace, 


Men may ſupprefſe a while, but ne're to deface. 


I wonder, and 'tis wondred at by many, 


My harmeletlc lines fhould breed diſtaſte in avy 2 
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A Satyre. 
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So mnch, that whereas moſt good en approue, 


My labour to be worthy thankes, and loue ; 


I as a /laine, and my { owntries foe, 


Should be impriſon'd, and ſo ſtriftly to, 


That not alone my liberty is bar'd, 


But the reſort of friends (which is more hard.) 


And whil'tcach wanton, or looſe Rimer: pen; 


With-oily words, ſleckes o'rethe linnes of men, 


vailing his wits to'cuery Puppets becke, 


Whiche'rc Fle doe, le ioy tobreake my necke. 


(I fay) while ſuch as they in cucry place 


Can finde proteFtion, patronage and grace; 
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If any looke on me, tis but 8 skaunce, 
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| Or if I get a fauonr, tis by chaunce, 


et 


| I muſtprote& my ſelfe : poore Tr#th and 7, 


Can haue ſcarce one ſpeake for our Hone5ty, 
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Then whereas they, can gold, and gifts attaine, 
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| Malitious Hate, and Enuze is my gaine. 
| Andnot alone hauc here my freedome loſt, 
Whereby my beſt hope's likely to be croſt : 


But hauc beene put to morechargein one day 
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| Then all my Patrons bountics yet will pay. 
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What I hauc done was not for thirlt of gave, 
Or out of hope preferments to attaine, 

Since to conternne them, would more profit-me, 
Thenall the vlovies inthe world that be: 


Yet they are hcips to Fertue, vsd aright, 


And when they wanting be, ſhe wants her might. 
Fer Eagles mindesne're fit a Rauens feather, 
Ts dare, and tobe able, [ute together. 


Þ}ute what is't I havedoneſo worthy blame, 


That ſome (o eagerly purſue my fame? 


V ouch- 
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uchlafe to view' with thine owneeyes, and ry 
(Saue want of 4: )what faultthoucanlt clpy. 

1 hane not ſought toſtandalize the State, 

N or ſowne edition, nor made publicke bate. 

T hane not ayw d at any good mans fame, 


Wor taxt (diretty ) any one by name. 


| 


1 am not he that ans growne diſcontent 
With the Religion, or the Goucrnment. 
I meant no Ceremonies to protect, 


Nor doe I faweur Any new-(þruns ſet? ; 


But to my Satyres gaue this onely warrant, 
To apprebend and puniſh Vice apparant, 
Who ayming in particular at none, | 
In generall vpbraided cuecry one : 
T hat each (vnſhamed of himſclfc)mighe view 
Thatin bimſelfe, which no man dares to hew. 
And hath this Age bred vpneat Uicelo tenderly 
She cannot brookeit to be touch'd fo ſlenderly ? 


Will ſhe not bide my gentle Satyres bites ? 


Harmwe take her vhey, what makes the in their ſhehts : 
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Satyre_s 


If with impaticnce ſhe my Whip-cord feele, 
How had ſhe raged at my laſh of Sreefe ? 

But am Icall'd in queſtion for her cauſe, 

Is tYice that theſe afflitions on me drawes ? 
And needel now thusto Apologizy 

Onely becaulcI ſcourged villanies F 


Mut I be faine to giue a reaſon why, 
And haw I darc, allow of Hene#ty ? 
Whilſt thatcach flecring Paraſite is bold 
Thy Royall brow vndauntcd to behold: 
C 3 And 


 Andeuery Tewperizer ſtrikes a ſtring, 
That's mulicke for the hearing of a King. 


Shall not he reach out, to obtaine as much, 


Who dares more for thee then a hundred ſuch ? 
Feauen gram ber patience, :y Mule takes 't ſo badly, 

T feare ſheel's looſe her wits for ſhe raues madly. 

Tctlet not my arcad Seweraignetoo much blame her 

Whoſe awfull preſenc2, now hath made her tamer. 

For if there be no Fly but hath her ſpleene, 


Nor a poore P:/mrre, but will wreake her teene 5 


How 
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How ſhall I then, that hauc both ſplecnezand gall, 
Being vniuſtly dealt with, beare with all ? 
I yet with patzence take what I haue borne, 

Andall the worlds enſuing hate can/corne: 
But'twere in ze as much ſtupidity, 

Not to hauefceling of an iniury, 

As it were weaknelſe not co brooke it well. 

What others thereforethinke I cannottell ; 


But hethat's lefſe then made, is more then X{ua; 


Who ſees when he hath done the beſt he can 
| Ta 
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To keepe within the bounds of /nnocence : 


Souaht to diſcharge his duc to God and Prince * 
T hat he, whil'lt v4anics vnreproucd goe, 
Scofting, to [ce him ouer-taken ſo, 

Should hauc his geod intenaments miſconceln'd, 


Bc of his deare#? /iberty bercau'd ; 


And which is worſe ; without reaſon why, 
Bc frown'd on by Authorities grim eye. 


By that great power my ſoule ſo much doth feare, 


She ſcornes the ſtcarrlt frownes of a mortall Peere. 


But 
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But that I Verrue louc, for her owne lake, 

It were enough to makeme vndertake 

To ſpeake as much in praiſe of Vice agen, 

And praRile ſome to plague thele ſdames of men, 


I mcanc thoſe my Aceyſ@;, who miſtaking 


My true conceits, frame ſome of their owne making, 
Butif I lift, I ncede notbuy lo deete, 

The iuſt revenge I could bring on them) here. 

I could frame meaſures in this my iult fury, 


+ | Should ſooner finde them guilty thena 1w7y : 
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Whoſe weras, like /words.ftempred with Are) ſhould 
And hang, and draw,& quarter them in verle, pence 
Or I couldracke them on the wings of Fame, 

( And he's balfe hang'd (they ſay) hath an ill name, ) 
Yea Ide goenecre to make theſe [pightfull Elues, 
Lycembes-like, be glad tohangthemſelucs, 

And though this Age will not abide to heare 


T hole faules reprou'd , vvhom cyfome hath made 
(deare, 


Yetif I pleaſed, I could write their cr1mes, 


And tone them vp in walles for after-times : 


For 
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For theyl'e be glad (perhaps) that fhall enſue, 
To lee ſome [tory of their Fathers true, 
Or ſhould I ſmother'd be in darkneſle tif, 


I might not vſe the freedome of a quill: 


*Twould raiſevp braver ſpirits then my owne, 
To make my caule,and this their guile moreknowne. 
Who by that ſubie& ſhould get Loue, and Fame, 
Vnto my foes diſgrace, and cndlcile ſhame: 

ThoſlcI do mean, whole Comment; haue miſ.ys'd me, Þþ 


And to thoſe Peeres I honour, haue accus'd me : 
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Making againſt my Innocence their batterics, 
And wronging them by their baſe flatterics ; 
But of reucnge I am not yet ſo faine, 

To put my lclfe vnto chat needlelle paine : 
Becauſe I knowa greater powey thereis, 
That notcth ſmaller iniuries then this , 

And being (till as juſt as it is ron, 
Apportions due reuenge for cucry wrong, 


But why (ſay ſome) ſhould his too ſaucy Rimes, 


Thustaxc the wiſe and great ones of our times ? 


Ic 
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It ſutes not with his yeares to be ſo bould, 
Nor firs it vs, by him to be contrould. 


] mult copfclle Js very true indeede) 


Such ſhould not of controuling ſtand in neede- 
But blame not me, I ſas good Uerinepoore, 
Deſert, amongſt the moſt, thruſt out of doore, 
Honeftie hated, ( wrteſie baniſhed, 

Reich men exceſliue, Poore mer famiſhed : 


Coldnelle in Zeale, in Lawes much partiality , 


Friendſhip, but Complement , nd vaine Formality. 
: eArt 


A Sare-: 


eArt perceiue contemn'd, while cola Uance 

(To Offices of worth) Rich [onorance. 

And thoſe that ſhould our Lohr; and Teachers be, 

Liue (if not worle) as wanton. y a5 WE, dan 

Yea I ſaw Nature, from her courſe runnebacke 

Diſorders grow, Good orders goc to wracke, 

So tocncreale what all the reſt began, 

1 to this current of confufion ran, 

And ſeeing Age left off the place of guiding, 

Thus plaid the ſawcy wagge, andfell rochiding. 
Wherein 
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Whcrein, how cuer ſome (perhaps) may deere, 


I] am notſo much faulty as I ſeeme: 

For.whenthe £ /aers wrong'd Syſannacs honor, 
And none withſtood the ſhame they laid vpon her z 
A Childe roſe ypto ftand in her defence, 

And ſpight of wrong, confirm'd herinnocence : 
To ſhew thoſe maſt net, that goed vndertake. 

Straine curtſey, who ſhall doe't, for manners ſake. 

Nor doe I know, whether to me God gave, 


A boldnefle more then many other hauc, 


T hat 
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That I might ſhew the world what ſhamefull blot 
Uertwe by her laſcluious Elders got, 

Nor is't a wonder, 8s ſome doe ſuppoſe, 

My Tenth [ou much corruption can diſcloſe ; 
Since cucry day the Sumne doth light mine cyes, 


I haue experience of new villanies: 


But it t; rather to be wondred haw, 
1 either can, or dare, be honeſt xow., 


Andthough againe there be ſome others rage, 


T hat I ſhould dare (ſo much aboue mine age) 
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Thus cenſure each degree, both yong and old, 


I ſee not wherein I am ouer-bold, 


For if [ baue beeneplainewith 7ice I care not, 
There's nought that I know good,& can,& dare not. 
Onely this one thing doth my minde deterre, wy 
Euen a feare ( through ignorance) to erfc. 

Butoh knew I, what thou woulg'lt well approuc, 
Or might the ſmall't reſpe& within thee moue; 
So inthe ſight of God it might be good, 


And with the quiet of my conſcience ſtood, 
D (As 
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(As well I know thy true integrity, 

Would command nothing againſt Picty;) 
There's nought ſo dangerous, or full of feare, 
That for my Soneraiones lakeI would not dare, 
Which good belicfe would it did nor poſleſle thee ; 
Provided ſoine iuſt triall might re-bleſſe me ; 
Yea, though a while I did encurethe gall 

Of thy diſpleaſure, in this loathſomethrall;. 
For notwithſtanding in this p/ace I lye 


By thecommand of that Authority, 


E 
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Of which] haue ſo much reſpective care, 
That in my owne {and iuſt) defence 1 feare 
To vlc the free ſpeech that I doe intend, 
Leaſt 7 ſonorante, Or Raſimeſſe ſhould offend, 


Yet is my meaning and my thought afree, 


From wilfull wronging of thy Lawesor thee, 
As he to whom thy Placeor Perſon's deareſt, 
Or to himſelfe that findes his conſcience cleareſt, 
If there be w#ong, 'tis not my making it, 


All the offence is ſome's miſtaking it. 
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end is there any Tutice borne of late, 
Afakes thoſe faults mime, which others perpetrate ? 
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| What man could euerany Age yet hnde 


T hat ſpent his Spirics in this thanklefle kinde 
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Shewing his meaning, to ſuch words could tyc it, 
That none ſhould cither wrong, or mil-apply it ? 
Nay, your owne Lawes,which (as you docintend) 


In plzin'ft and moſt effeRuall words are pend, 
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Cannot be fram'd fo well ro your intent, 


But ſome there be will erre from what you meant. 
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"Then all the world (I hope) will leaue dil-ynion, 


Diuers conſtructions of our writings make 
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And yet (alas) muſt I be ty'd vnto 
What ncuer any man before c@uld doe ?. 
Muſt all F ſpcake, or write, fo well be done, 


(onee 
\ 
T hat none may picke more meanings thence then 


Andeuery man become of one opinion. 


But if ome may, what care [o cre we tak 


The charitable Reader ſhould conceaue 


The beſt intentions mine, and others leaue : 
D 3 _ Chiefly 
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Chietly in hat, where I fore-hand proteſt, 

My meaning cucr was the honelteſt, 

And if 1 lay ſo, what is he may know 

So much asto afftirme it was not ſo? 

Sit other men ſo'necre my thought to ſhow it ? 
Or is my heart lo open that all knowit ? 

Sure if it were; they would no ſuch things lee, 
As thoſe whereof ſome have accuſed me. 

But! am carclcil: how't be vnderſtood, 


Becauſethe Heauens know my intent was good. 


And 
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Andifit beſo, that my too free Rimes 
Doc much difpleaſe the world, and theſe bad times ; 
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Tis not my fault, for had I beene imploy'd 
In ſomething clle, all this had now beene voyd, 
Oc if the world would but haue granted me 
Wealth, or Aﬀaires, whereon to bulic me, 
I now vnheard of, peraduenture than, 
Had beene as muteas {ome rich C/cargie-man, 
But they are much deceiv'd that thinke my mindg 


Will ere be ſtil}, while ic can doing ftinde, | 
D 4 Orc | 
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Or that vntothe world ſo much it [eancs, 

Asto be curtold for detaujt of meanes. 

No, though molt be, all Spirits are not carth, 
Nor ſviti og with the fortunes of their birth, 

My body's ſubic& vnto many powers, | 

But my /owle's free, as is the Exuperonr- - 

And though tocarbe her in, I oft aſlay, 

Shc'le breake in't aCtion ſpight of durt and clay, 
And ist not better then, to take this courſe, 


Then fall to (tudy miſchicfes, and doe worle? 
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I (ay ſhe muſt haue a&tion, and fhe ſhall: 
For if ſhe will, how can doe withafll ? 
eAnd lt thoſe that or e-buſje thinke me, know, 
He made me, that knew why he made me ſe. 
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And though there's ſomethat ſay, my thoughts doe 
A pitch beyond my (lates ſufficiency ; (Bye 
My humble minde, I giue my Sawour thanke, 
Aſpircs nought yet, aboue my fortunes ranke, 


But lay it did, wil't not befit a mans 


To raile his thoughts as ncere Heas'nas hecan ? 


Muſt 
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Muft the free Spirit ty'de and curbed be, - 
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Accordingtp the bodies pouerty 2 


Or can it ever be (o ſubie&to 


Baſc { »ange, to riſe and fall, as fortunes doe ? 

Men borne to Noble mcancs and vulgar mindes 
Enioy their wealth, and there's no Law that bindes 
Such to abate their ſubftance, though their Pates 
Want Brazne, and they Worth, to polleſſe their ſkates, 


So God to ſome, doth onely oreat mixaes giue, 


And little other meanes whereon to live. 
What 
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W hat law,or conſcience;then ſhal make the ſmother 


Their Spirit; which is their life, more then other 
Tabate their [ub5tance ? (ince if twere confeſt, 

T hat a braue minde could euer be luppreſt, 
Were't reaſon any ſhould himſclfe depriue 

| Of what the whole world hath not power to giue ? 
| Sincewealthis common, and fooles get it to, 
When to giue fpirit's more then Kig5 can doe 2 


I fpeake not this, becauleI thinke there be, 


More then the ordinarielt gifts ia me ; 
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But againſt thoſe who thinke I doe preſume 

On morethen doth befit me to aſſume, 

Or would haue all, whom Fortune barres from ſtore, 
Make themſclues wretched,as ſhe makes them poore. 
Andcaufc in vutward things ſhe is vnkinde, 

Smother the matchleſTe bleſlings of their minde 2 
Whereas (althongh her fauours doe forſake them) 


Their windes are richer then the world can makethe, 


Why ſhould a good attempt diſgraced [ceme, 


Becaule the perſon is of meane eſtceme ? 


Vertues 
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Vertue's 4 thaſte Ducene, and yet doth nat ſcorue 
To be embrac'd by him that's meaneſt borne. 

She is the prop, that AſareHizes ſupport, 

Yet ene whom $Slaues as well as Xing may Court, 
She loueth all that beare aftcRion to her, 

And yeelds toany that hath heart to wooe her, 
So Vice how high ſo ere ſhe be inplace, 

Is that hich Groomes may ſpit at, wn diſgrace. 


She is a ſkrumpet, and may be abhorr'd, 
Yea ſpurn'd at, inthe boſome of a Lord. 
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Yethad I ſpoke her faire, I had bcene free, 


As many others of her Lovers be. 


If her c{capes I had not chancd to cell, 
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I might hauc beene a vil/a»c, and done well. 
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Gotten.ſome ſpeciall fauour, and not fate. 
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As now I doc, ſhut vp within a grate, 
Or if I could hauc hap't on ſomeloole ſtraine,. - 
That might haue plcas'd the wanton readers vaine : 


Or but claw'd Pride, I a had beene vablam'd : 
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( Orellec at leaſt there's ſomewould not hauc ſham'd 


A Satyres. 


ha _ wee eee eee eee ee 


MO ————_ 


» 


Toplcad my cauſe: ) but ſee my fatall curle, 

Sure I wascither madde, or ſomewhat worſe : 

For I ſaw Vices followers braucly kept, 

In Silzes they walk't, on bedsof Downe they (lept 
Richly they fed, on daintics cuctmore, © 

They had thcir pleaſure, they had all things ſtore, 

(Whil'(t Zertze Begg'd) yea fauours had ſo many, 

I knew they brook tnot to betouch'd of any : 

Yet could not I, like other men, be wilc, 


Nor learne for all ti:is, how to tem porizc ; 
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| \ . But muſt (with roomuch honeſty made blinde) 
p  Vpbraid this loueddarling of mankinde ; 

j | Whereas] might haue better thriu'd by fayningy 
i! Orif could not chooſe but becomplayning, 
] MoreſafeI mighthaue rait&on Uetcae ſure, 

i : Becauſe her louers, and her friends are fewer, 


I might hauvebrought ſome other thing to paſle, 
Made Fidlers Songs;or Ballets, like an Alle. 
Or any thing almoſt indeed but this, 
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Yetlince tis thus, Inv'e glad'tis fo amiſle; 
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Becauſcf I am guilty of acrime, 
'Tts that, wherein the beſt of cucry time, 

Hath becne found faulty (if they faulty be) 
That doe reproue Abw/c and Villame. 


For what Pme tax t, I can examples ſhow, 


4 


Inſuch o!d e Authors as this [tate alow, 
And [would faine once learne a reaſon why 
They can haue kinder vſage herethen 1. 


I muſe men doe not now in queſtion call, 


Seneca, Horace, Perſers, Invenall. 
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And ſuch as they ; Or why did notthat Age 
In which they liucd, put them ina Cage? 

If I ſhoull lay that men were iuſter then, 

I ſhould neere hand, be made vnlay't agen. 
Andtherefore ſure Ithinke I were as good 
Leaue it to others to be vnderftood; 

Yet I as well may ſpeake as decme amitle, 
Fr ſuch this eLzes curious cunning is. 

1 carcely dare to let my heart thinke ought, 


Forthere be thoſe will ſeeme to know my thought, 
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Who-may out-face me that I thinke awry, 
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When there's no witneſſe but my Conſcience by. 
And then likely am as ill to ſpeede, 
As if I ſpake ordid amiſleindeede, 

Yet lcaft thoſe who ( perhaps) may malice this 
Interpret alſo theſe few lines amiſle, 
Let them that after thee ſhall read oor heare, 


From araſh cenfure of my thoughts forbeare; 


Leetthem not mold the ſenſe that this containes 


According to the forming oftheir braines, 
E 2 


Or 
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Or thinke I darc, or can, here taxcthole Peeres, 
Whoſe Ferths their Honowrs to my loule endeares, 
(Thoſe by whoſe loued-fear'd Authorny ) 

I am reſtrained of my liberty : 

For lcalt there yet may bea ran lo ill, 

To haunt my lines with his blacke Comment (till, 
(In hope my lucke againe may be ſo good, 

To haue my words once rightly vnderſtood) 
This Iprotcf, that / doe not condemne 


Ourht 440 1ſt that hath beene done by them ; 
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For though my honeſt heart not guilty be, 
Of the leaft thought, that may diſparage me, 
Yet when /«ch wen as I, ſhall haue ſuch foes, 


Acculc me of /uch crimes, to ſuck at theſe, 


| | Till I had meanes my /nnocence to ſhow, 


T heir Ia#7ce could haue done no lefle then (o, 
Nor haucl {uch a proud-conceited wit, 
Or ſclfe-opinion of my knowledge yer, 


To thinke ie may not bethat! hauerun 


Vpon ſome Errors in whatI haue done, 
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Worthy this puniſhment which I endure, 

(1 ſay 1 cannot ſo my lelfe atlurc) 

For 'tis no wonder it their 1i/cdomes cans 
Diſcover 1mpertei7ions in a man 

So weake as I, [(morethen himlelfe doth fee, 
Since my /:ebr,dull v ich ps/ufficrencie, 

In men more graue and wilcr farr< then I, 
Innumerable Error: doth eſpy, | 


Which they with all their knowledge Tle be bold, 


Cannot, or will not, in themſelues behold) 
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acct vitha my [elfe SR my Sid 

Os keepe a Tongue fhall doe my Heart that wrong 
To ſay I willingly in whatl fend 

Did ought which might a G29ds mars light oftend, 


. Or with my knowledge did inſert one word, 


T hat might diſparage a true Honour 4 Lord. 
Let it be in 787 202th 4 hel ple fe ore, 
And neger heake to be beleened more. 


But za irrclolute is, vnconſtant, weake, 


And doth his purpoleoft throughfrailty breaks: 
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1 eall therefore | by torce hereafter [May 
Be brought fromthis minde, andthele words ynlay, 
Here to the wor/d 1 doe proclaime before, 
I*ere ry relolution be ſa poore, 
"T 1s Hor the Rsohe, but Afight that makes me docit, 
Yca novght but /eareſwi! baſeneſſe brings me to it, 
W hick 1! 1 Ki! hate, asI now deteſt, 
Never can come to habour in my breſt, 
Thus my fault then (if they a faule imply) 


Es not alone an ill vnwillingly, * 


ww 


But alſo, might know it, I mntend, 


Not onely to acknowledge, but amend : 
Hoping that the# wilt not be {0 [euere, 

To puniſh me aboue all other here, 

But for m'intents ſake, and my loue to Trarh, 
Impute my Errors to the heate of Toure, 
Or rather [gnoraxce, then tro my Fl, 

W hich fureI am was 9994, whar ere be 4, 
Andliketo him now, in whole place thouarr, 


What c'rethe reſdue be, accept the Herr. 
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But 1 grow tedious, and my [oue abus'd. 
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Difturbs my thoughts, ard makes my lines confus'd; 


Yet Pardon me, and dalgne a cracious eye 
On this my rude vnfill'd epolorre. 

Let not the bluntneſſe of my phraſe cffend, 
Weigh but the matter. and not how 'tis pend, 
By theſe abru pt lines in my tuft defence, 


Iudge what I might ſay, for my innocence. 


Ani thmke 1 more could ſprake, that here Tſþare, 


Bernu'e my power funes not to what I dare. 
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My vnatt.&-d file reraynes (you lee) 

Her old FrizeCloabe of yourg PuZlicitie, 

If others will vſ- neater tea; mes, they may; 
Ruder[ am, yet loue as well as they, 

And (thourh if / woulda (mnoth't I cannot ave ) 
My humble heart I bend beneath thy foor : 
While here my Mulc her diſcontent dork ling 
To thee her great efpolo, and my Kms : 
Emptoring thee by that high faced Vame 
By 1«#7ice, by thole powers that I could name : 
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By vwhatloc're may move, entreate / thee, 


Tos be what thor art eto all, 6 me, , 


I feare it not, yet glue me lcaue to pray, 


| may have foes whole power doth beare ſuch ſway, 


It chey but lay I'me guilty of offence, 

I were vaine for me to pleace my innocence, 
But asthe name of God thou bear (t, I ruſt 

Thou imitat'ſt him to, in being iuſt : 


That when the right of rr#1h thou com to ſcan, 


T hoal't not reſpect the perſon of the man: 


For 
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Forif thou doe, then is my Hope yndone, 

The headlong way toruine I mult runne. 

For whilft that they haucall the helpes which may 
Procure their pleaſurewith my ſoone decay : 

How 15 # lihe that T my Peace canmn me, 

When all the ayde Thane, comes from withm me ? 
Therefore (502d King ) that mai'lt thy bounty ſhine 
Sometime on thoſe whole worths are fmall as mine; 


Oh ſaue me now from Enuics dancer0: /oelfe, 


Or make me able, ana 12 (ane my [elle 
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Let not the want of that make me a (corne, 
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Te which there are more Feo/-5 then Hem borne, 
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Let me not for my /Meane(e be delpis'd, 
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Nor others grearze{/e make thoir words morepriz'd, 
For whatſoc re my outward Fate appcarcy, 

Ms Soxle's as g 0d, my Heart as arcat astheirs. 

My loue vnto my Cemuntry and to thee, 

As much as his that more would ſeeme to be, 

And would this Ageallow but meanes to ſhowit, - 
Thoſe that miſdoubti , houid .re long time know it. 
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| Titty my youth then, ayd let me 19: tye 
Waiting my tine 11 frutle [ſe mnſery, 
Though I am meane, I may be borne vnto : 
T hat ſeruice which another cannot doe. 
In vane the little owe the Lyon pars not, 
She did himpleaſure when a Jreater dar 417, 
If ought that I haue done, doe thee diſpicale, 
Thy milconceiued wrath [ will appealc : 


Or ſacribce my heart ; but why {hould I 


Sutter for God knowes whom, | know nortwhy : 
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It ehat my words throngh /omes miſt.ke offends, 
Letthem conceive them right, and make amends, 
Or were I guilty of offence indeede, 

One fax: (they lay) doth but one pardonneede. 
Yet one I had, and now [ want one more : 

For once I ood accus'd for this before. 

As I remembcrl fo long agon, 

Seng Theme, and REnues Eputhalamion. 

When. $ 11 x that from thy Royallſ:lfe deriues, 


Thofe gracious vertuesthat belt Title giues, 
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She that makes Rhyme proud of her excellence. 

And me oft minde her herewith reucrence : 4 
Daigr'd in her great-g904 narure to encline 

Her gentle care to ſuch a caule as mine ; 

And which is more, vouchſfaft her word to cleare 
Me from all dangers (it there any were) 

So that I doe not naw intreat, or [ue 

For any great boone, or requelt chat'snevw : 

But onely.this, (though ablent from the Land) 


Her former f.awour Ad in force mnt /tand - 
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end that her word (who preſent was ſo deere) 


Adirht be as powerfull, as when ſhe was heere. 

Which if I inde, and with thy fauour may 

Hauelecauc to ſhake my loathed hands away, 

(As I doe hope ſhall) and be ſet free 

From all the troubles this hath brought one, 

I'le make her Name giuelifevnte a Song, 

Whoſe neuer-dying note ſhall laſt as long 

As there is either Ker, Groxe, or Spring, 

Or Done, for $ heepe, or $ hepheards Lad to ſing, | 
Yea 
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Yea, I will teach my 24 to touch a ſtraine, 

That was nerereach't to yet by any Swazre, 

For though that many deeme my yeares vnripe, 
YetT haue learn'd totunean Oaten pipe, 

Whereon I le try what mulickeI can make re, 
(Vntill Befonawith her Trumpe awake me.) 

And lincethe world will not haue Urce thus ſhowne, 
By blazing Yertuel will make it knowne; 

Theaif the Cor willnot my lines approue, 


I'le goevnto ſome Mountains, or thicke Groue: 
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'Thereto my fellow Shephearas will I ling, 

Tuning my Reea, vnto lome dancing Spring, 

In fach a Note, that none ſhould dare to troubleit, 
Til the Z.les anſwere, and the Woods redouble it. 
And peraduenturel may then goenere 

T o ſpeake of ſomething thoul't be pleas'd to heare': 
And that which :b2ſe who now my eunes abhorre, 
Shall reade, and like, and daigne toloue me for, 

But the meane while, oh paſſe not this ſuite by, 


Let thy free hazd ligne me my liberty : 


And if my loue may mouc thee more to doy 

Good King conſider this my trouble to, 

Others hauc found thy fauour in gdiftrete, 

Whole loueto thee and thine I thinke was leile. 

And I might fitter for thy /ermcce liue, 

On what would not be much for thee to giue, 
And yet I askeit not forthar I feare 

The outward meanes of life {hould faile me ere : 

For though | want to compalle thule 2194 2x4: 
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In this poore /tatel can as well content me, 


As if that I had Wealth and Honears lent wie ; 


| Nor for my ewxe /akedoe I ſecke to ſhunne 


This :bra/dome, wherein now I ſeeme vndone: 
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For though prize my Freedowe more then Geld, 
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And vſethe meanesto free my ſelfe from hold, 
( Tet with a minde (Thope) vnchang'dand free, 
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| Here can I line and play with miſery: 
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Team a:ſþp:oht of want and ſlauery, 
Laugh at tne world m all her bragcry, 
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Here haue I learn 4 to make my greateſt Wrongs 

Matter of Mirth, and ſubiefts but for Songs. 

Here can I ſmile to ſee my ſelfe neglefted, 

And how the meane mans ſute u dyſreſpeted, 

Whil's+ thoſe that are more rich, and better friended, 

Can hane twice greater faults thrice [ooner ended, 
All this, yeamore, [ lee and ſuffer to, 


Yetliue content, midit diſcontents I do, 


Which whi[P{t I can, it is all one to me, 


Whether in Pri(ox or abroad it be : 


For ſhould I fill Iyc here aitreft and poore, 


' Tt ſhall not make me breath 4 ſreb the more 

; Since to my lelfe it is indifferent 

- Where the ſmall remnant of my dayes be (pent, 

But for Thy ſake, wy Cemmtries, and my F riends, 
For vw hom more then wy (clte God this life lends; 

- 1 would not, could I helpe it, be a ſcorne, 

But lime (if ] might ) free, Ag <[ WAS borne : 


Or rather for good Bel-arcte s ſake, 
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If I can chuſe, I will not be degas 4, 

In this laſt ation, leaſt She be as/arar a: 

For 'twas the loue of her that brought me to 
What Spleene nor Enue could not make me do, 
| Andif her ſeruants be no mere regarded, 

If enemies of Vice be thus rewarded, 

AndI ſhould alſo Vertaes wrongs conceal, 

As if none liu'd to whom ſhe dar'dappeale : 
Will they that doe not yet her worth approue, 


Be cuer drawnc toentertaine her /oxe, 


4 When 
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When they ſhall lee him plagu'd as an Offender, 
Who for the louc he beares her,doth commend her? 


T his may to others more offenl1ge be, 
Then preiudiciall any way to me” 
For who will his endeuours euer bend 
T o follow her, whom there is aonewill friend? 
Some I doe hope there be that nothing may 
From loue of Truth and Honeſty diſmay. 
But who will cuer ſceing my hard Fortune, 


T he remedy of Times Abuſe importune? | 


Who will againe when they haue ſmorher'd me. 


Dart to oppoſe the face of /i7azy ? 

Whereas he ſhall not onely vrderrake 

A Combate with a ſecond Leornean Soake, 

Whoſe cuer-growing heads when 2s he crops; 

Not ogely two Springs, for cach one he !ons- 

But alſo he ſhall ſee in mid? of dangers. 

Thoſc he thought frexa; turn 7#es.or at leath /Francer-, 


Morel could ſpeake, but fure.ifthis doe faile me, 


I never ſhall doe oughy that will availe me, 
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Nor care to ſpeake againe, vnletle it be 

To him that knowes how Heart and Wards: agree 
No, nor to liue when none dares vndertake 
Toſpeake one word for honeſt Fertaes lake, 

But let hz will be done, that beſt knowes what 


Will be my future good, and what will not. 


Hapwelor!, my ſpotletſe meanmng's faire, 
And for thee, this ſhall ever be my prayer, 
That thou may ft here enioy P long-bleſt Raigue, 
end dying. bein Heauen Re-crown a agame, 


So | 
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GO now ifthouhaſtdaign'dmy Lines to heare, 
T here's nothing can befall ze that | feare ; 

For if thou haſt compaſſion on ny trouble, 

The 7oy I (hall receiue will be made double ; 

Andifl fall, it may ſome Glory be, | 


That none but | © V k himſelfe did raine me. 


Your MatEsSTIES 
mot lojall Subied?, 


and yet Priſoner 
inthe Marſhalſey, 


Gro. WrrTHEkR. 


